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with emotion. It would be an ethical system, based
on a philosophy of existence, (k] The progressive
explication of the inexhaustible significance of the
Christian sentiment or spirit implies a relative truth
in all symbolic constructions of the Supernatural,
and a greater truth in the later than in the earlier
formulations, so far as they have not been sophisti-
cated by theology. (/) Life, as a principle manifesting
itself in an infinite variety of forms, is the object of
Biology. It is not known in itself but, as a spirit,
in its manifestations. The Christian Spirit is just
such an ever-present object. Fundamental dogmas
are no more essentials of Christianity than are bio-
logical conceptions essentials of the kingdom of Life;
so, dogmas are the foundation of a theory of Chris-
tianity, not of Christianity, and that theory is pro-
gressive and mutable, (m) Such "dogmas" are the
bases of systematic theology, i.e. of the attempt to
give the theory of Christianity a scientific form and
to bring it into one system with the rest of our know-
ledge strictly so called, (n) A "dogma," so far as it
is a revealed premiss or principle of theological
deduction, is a belief reached through the spirit (as
already explained), but treated as possessing literal
and not merely symbolic truth ; as a statement of
fact, and not merely as an enigma, (p) As guided in
its collectivity by the Spirit of Christ, it is for the
Church to determine with a certain supreme authority
the common standards of conduct and belief so far
as, in them, the progressive self-revelation of the
Spirit is determined, (p) We have no right to look
for that coherence and consistency in these prophetic-
enigmatic constructions of the spiritual order which